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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Ventura County Watershed Protection District
California River Parkways Trailhead Project
1.

INTRODUCTION

The proposed project would enhance and expand recreational resources and opportunities in the Ojai
Valley area of unincorporated Ventura County. Objectives of the proposed project are described below.
•

Provide a new trailhead to the existing Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC) trails network.
In addition, recreationists who use the new parking area may access the Ojai Valley Trail,
located roughly 0.6 mile to the east, with 0.2 mile on Old Baldwin Road (no designated bicycle
lane) and 0.4 mile on Baldwin Road (State Route 150), where an existing bicycle lane is
provided along the shoulder.

•

Contribute to the Recreation Plan goals of the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project
(MDERP) through implementation of new trailhead parking areas, trail enhancement, and
public outreach.

•

Meet the statutory requirements of Proposition 50 grant funding through the provision and
enhancement of recreational opportunities along the Ventura River.

•

Contribute to the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) goal to provide
compatible watershed-related recreational, public access, and educational opportunities.

•

Achieve the identified need in the Ventura County 2005 Consolidated Plan and FY 2005-2006
Annual Plan to provide at least one project per year that is compatible with the Americans with
Disabilities (ADA) Act through the provision of a trailhead with ADA parking and connection
to approximately 1,500 linear feet of ADA-accessible trail.

The primary recipients of project benefits include the residents of the cities of Ventura and Ojai, as well
as unincorporated areas of Ventura County in the Ojai Valley. People who live outside of Ventura
County would also benefit from use of the project components, including the new parking areas,
trailhead, and trail improvements (see Section A.7.4 below for details) for hiking, bird watching, and
equestrian activities.

2.

PROJECT LOCATION

At a regional scale, the California River Parkways Trailhead Project (herein referenced as the
“proposed project” or “project”) is located in the Ventura River watershed, within the Ojai Valley of
unincorporated Ventura County, California. The Ojai Valley is approximately 12 miles north (inland)
of the City of Ventura, and is accessed via State Routes 33 and 150. Locally, the proposed project site
is situated west of the intersection of Old Baldwin Road and Baldwin Road (State Route 150), with part
of the project located on Ventura County lands (APN 032-0-070-070), and part located on private lands
owned and managed by the Ojai Valley Lands Conservancy (APN 011-0-070-060).
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The proposed project area is accessible via State Route 150, which connects to State Route 33
approximately one mile to the east. Per the California Scenic Highway Mapping System, State Route 33
is an Officially Designated State Scenic Highway from approximately 6.5 miles north of State Route
150 and the proposed project site, continuing northwest to the Santa Barbara County line (Caltrans,
2009). In the immediate vicinity of the proposed project site (including the new parking areas and
improved trails), State Route 33 and State Route 150 are Eligible State Scenic Highways, but not
officially designated (Caltrans, 2009). Ventura County bus stops (lines 16 and 30X) are located within
two miles of the proposed project. A bike lane on State Route 150 connects the existing Ojai Valley
Trail to the new trailhead included under the proposed project (VCWPD, 2009). Figure A.4-1 provides
a map of the proposed project area.

3.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project would provide a new trailhead to an existing trails network maintained by the
OVLC. Primary components of the proposed project, as shown in Figures A.7-1a, A.7-1b, and A.7-2,
are described below.
•

Parking Areas and Trailhead. The proposed project includes construction of a new
approximately 0.86-acre “rustic” parking area to accommodate the following four (4) different
types of parking needs: equestrian trailers, buses, 23 passenger vehicles, and two (2) ADAcompatible parking spaces. These parking areas would be located at the western terminus of
Old Baldwin Road, roughly 0.25 mile southwest of its intersection with Baldwin Road (State
Route 150). Old Baldwin Road is maintained by the County of Ventura Public Works Agency
Transportation Department. Traffic along the full length of Old Baldwin Road is presently
characterized by traffic between Baldwin Road and Ojai Valley Organics Recycling Center
(OVORC). Daily truck trips associated with the OVORC are approximately 5 to 10 during the
fall and winter, and 20 to 30 in the spring and summer, in addition to approximately 3 to 4
daily vehicle trips made by employees accessing the OVORC (VCWPD, 2010). Access to the
OVORC would be maintained during project construction, operation, and maintenance.
Anticipated average daily use of the new parking areas on weekends would be approximately 5
equestrian trailers or buses and 12 to 15 vehicles, while weekday average usage would be
approximately 2 to 3 equestrian trailers or buses and 10 passenger vehicles. The VCWPD shall
post signs at the parking area and trailhead requesting users to keep noise levels to a minimum.
These signs would also explicitly state that smoking and camp fires are prohibited. Additional
description of the parking needs provided by the new parking areas are provided below. The
parking areas and trailhead are shown in Figures A.7-1a and A.7-1b (Proposed Parking Areas
and Trailhead Site Plan – South and North).
•

•

June 2010

ADA-Compatible Parking. Wood post and rail fencing would be constructed on either side of Old
Baldwin Road, heading into the new parking areas. The two (2) new ADA-compatible parking
spaces would be located on the north side of Old Baldwin Road, adjacent to the east of the new
Connector Trail (see description below). The two ADA parking spaces would be paved, with
recycled plastic wheel-stops. A paved ADA-accessible trail (see description below) would connect
directly to the parking spaces, running adjacent to the Connector Trail. A trash box, dog waste bag
dispenser, and informational kiosk (see description below) would be located next to the ADA
parking spaces.
Passenger Vehicle Parking. Continuing along Old Baldwin Road to the west of the ADA parking
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•

spaces, head-in parking spaces for 23 passenger vehicles would be situated on both sides of the road,
approximately 9 spaces to the south and 14 spaces to the north. All parking spaces would be
separated from the road by a 5-foot-wide shoulder that would also be improved with aggregate
material base. Improved shoulders would connect all parking areas to the trailhead so that
pedestrians can walk safely on the shoulder from their vehicle to the trailhead. West of the passenger
vehicle parking spaces on both sides of the road, decorative boulders would be placed along the
shoulder.
Equestrian/Bus Parking. The equestrian/bus parking and staging area would be situated west of the
passenger vehicle parking spaces on the south side of Old Baldwin Road. An approximate 60-foot
outside turning radius would be provided to accommodate large equestrian trucks/trailers entering
this area. Primary access to this parking area would be provided via one-way concreted ingress and
egress aprons, the entry located at the far western end of the project area on Old Baldwin Road, and
the exit located adjacent and west of the passenger vehicle spaces. Equestrian entry and exit signs
would be provided. An Equestrian Ahead Sign (W11-7) and Arrow (W16-7p), or equivalent, would
be installed at the proposed equestrian crossing on Old Baldwin Road. An “equestrian crossing” sign
would be provided on Old Baldwin Road.
This parking area is intended to be “rustic” in nature and would be surfaced with a 4-inch base of
aggregate material and not paved. Metal pipe fencing would be used to mark the northern border of
the equestrian/bus parking area, with decorative boulders to the west, existing fencing to the
southwest, boulders to the south, and wood post and rail fencing to the east. Four (4) sections of
metal pipe tie rails would be provided within the equestrian/bus parking area for horse hitching.
Signage in the equestrian parking/staging area would include guidance that equestrian recreationists
remove horse manure from the parking/staging area and dispose of it in the waste bins provided.
A Connector Trail (see description below) would provide access for equestrian use and recreationists
on-foot from the western portion of the equestrian/bus parking area, around vehicle parking spaces
on the south side of Old Baldwin Road, across the road, past the ADA parking spaces and
informational kiosk, connecting with the existing OVSD unpaved maintenance road, which will not
be improved under this project, and will provide access to new and improved trails in the OVLC
trails network.

•

Interpretive Kiosk. An interpretive kiosk would be located between the Connector Trail (see
below) and the ADA parking spaces, northeast of Old Baldwin Road and the Connector Trail.
Information about the trails, trail safety, cultural resources, and natural resources would be
displayed at the kiosk. Trail guides with maps and wildlife identification would also be
available. The interpretive kiosk would include a dog waste bag dispenser and a wooden
trash/recycling bin that would be emptied weekly by OVLC, with solid waste transported to
Del Norte in Oxnard for sorting and then to the Simi Valley Landfill for disposal by
Consolidated Disposal (VCWPD, 2010).

•

Trail Improvements. Trail improvements and expansion under the proposed project include
the construction of a connector trail between the parking areas and an existing unimproved
OVSD maintenance road, construction of an ADA-compatible trail adjacent to the existing
unimproved OVSD maintenance road, and improvements to existing sections of OVLC trails.
Each of these components is described in further detail below.
•

Connector Trail. A connector trail would be installed to provide access between the parking areas
and the existing OVSD maintenance road, which would remain unimproved under the proposed
project. The connector trail would be approximately 341 feet long, including the following: 210 feet
of a 6-foot-wide earthen trail from the parking areas to the south side of Old Baldwin Road; 21 feet
of 6-foot-wide concrete driveway approach (crosswalk) across Old Baldwin Road; and 110 feet of 6foot-wide earthen trail from the north side of Old Baldwin Road to the existing, unimproved OVSD
maintenance road. An equestrian step-over would be installed on each side of Old Baldwin Road and
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•

•

4.

an Equestrian Ahead Sign (W11-7) and Arrow (W16-7p), or equivalent, would be installed on Old
Baldwin Road at the equestrian crossing. Signage along this connector trail includes an “Equestrian
Area Rules of Use” sign at the exit to the parking areas, and a trail marker near the exit to the
parking areas, near the ADA-compatible parking spaces north of Old Baldwin Road (see below), and
at the connection with the existing OVSD unimproved maintenance road, which would provide
access for non-ADA recreationists along approximately 900 feet of existing road (to remain
unimproved), connecting with existing OVLC trails (which would be improved as part of the project,
as described below).
ADA-Compatible Trail. A wheelchair-accessible sidewalk would be constructed between the ADA
parking spaces and the existing OVSD maintenance road, and adjacent to the south of the OVSD
road to provide approximately 1,500 feet of 4-foot-wide ADA-accessible trail. A 5-foot by 5-foot (25
square feet) landing would be included approximately every 200 feet along the ADA trail, providing
wheelchair recreationists seven areas to turn around, as needed.
OVLC Trail Improvements. Approximately 2.38 miles of existing informal trails within the OVLC
trails network would be improved through widening, adding signage, and trimming of vegetation.
The maximum trail width would be five feet, to accommodate multiple uses, including hiking,
bicycling, and equestrian recreation. New sections of trail would be constructed on the existing
natural surface, with no use of artificial materials and with minimal

PROJECT PROPONENT

The Ventura County Watershed Protection District (VCWPD) is the CEQA Lead Agency for the
proposed project.
Ventura County Watershed Protection District
800 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, California 93009-1610
Contact: Pam Lindsey, Watershed Ecologist
Phone: (805) 654-2036
For implementation of the proposed project, the VCWPD would partner with the Ojai Valley Land
Conservancy (OVLC) and the Ventura County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD).
Ventura County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 147
Somis, CA 93066
The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy
P. O. Box 1092
Ojai, CA 93024
The VCWPD would finalize the design and construct the proposed parking lot and trailhead. The
OVLC would assist with trail design and construction, conduct long-term maintenance, design and
distribute trail guides, guide tours, and develop and host public education programs. The VCRCD
would develop, coordinate, and distribute public outreach materials, assist with printing and distributing
trail guides, assist with preparing newspaper/radio ads and interviews, brochures, web site postings,
and conduct public meetings. Provided below is the contact information for the lead and participating
agencies.
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5.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS

Copies of the proposed project’s Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study are on file and
available for review at the following location:
Ventura County Watershed Protection District
800 South Victoria Avenue, 1st Floor
Ventura, California 93009
(805) 654-2001
Copies of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study are also available for review at the
following locations:
Ojai Public Library
111 E. Ojai Ave.
Ojai, California 93023
(805) 646-1639

H.P. Wright Public Library
57 Day Road
Ventura, California 93003
(805) 642-0337

Avenue Public Library
606 North Ventura Avenue
Ventura, California 93001
(805) 643-6393

Meiners Oaks Public Library
114 North Padres Juan
Meiners Oaks, California 93023
(805) 646-4804

Santa Paula Public Library
119 North 8th Street
Santa Paula, California 93060
(805) 525-3615

E.P. Foster Library
651 East Main Street
Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 648-2716

The Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study can also be accessed via the internet at:
http://vcwatershed.org

6.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

This Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study has been prepared to: (1) identify potential
effects on the environment due to implementation of the proposed project; and, (2) evaluate the
significance of these effects. Based upon the analysis contained in the Initial Study, the proposed project
would have less than significant impacts or no impacts related to the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General Plan Environmental Goals and Policies
Land Use
Water Resources
Agricultural Resources
Visual Resources
Energy Resources
Coastal Beaches and Sand Dunes
Seismic Hazards
Geologic Hazards
Hydraulic Hazards
Aviation Hazards
Fire Hazards

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hazardous Materials and Waste
Glare
Public Health
Water Supply
Waste Treatment and Disposal
Utilities
Flood Control and Drainage
Law Enforcement and Emergency Services
Fire Protection
Education
Recreational Facilities

However, the environmental analysis presented in the Initial Study concludes that the proposed project
could have potentially significant adverse impacts associated with six issue areas unless mitigation
measures are applied that can effectively reduce or avoid these impacts. These issue areas include:
•
•
•

Air Quality
Biological Resources
Paleontological Resources

Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Cultural Resources
Noise and Vibration
Transportation and Circulation
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Measures have been formulated that, with full implementation, would effectively mitigate all of the
potentially significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the proposed project to a level of
less than significant. These measures are presented in the next section of this Final Mitigated Negative
Declaration.
Based upon the impact analysis contained in Section B of the of the proposed project’s Initial Study and
the mandatory findings of significance contained therein (Initial Study Section C), this Final Mitigated
Negative Declaration documents the VCWPD’s finding that there are no significantly adverse
unavoidable impacts associated with the proposed project, and that preparation of an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) is not warranted.

7.

MITIGATION MEASURES

Implementation of the following mitigation measures would either avoid potentially significant impacts
identified in the proposed project’s Initial Study, or reduce them to a level of less than significant:
Air Quality
MM AQ-1

All equipment shall be turned off when not in use. Engine idling shall not exceed five
(5) minutes unless required for proper operation.

MM AQ-2

Maintain equipment engines in good operating condition and in proper tune per
manufacturers’ specifications.

MM AQ-3

Use equipment that meets applicable California Air Resources Board’s diesel and
gasoline engine emission standards.

MM AQ-4

All project construction and site preparation operations shall be conducted in
compliance with all applicable Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Rules and
Regulations with emphasis on Rule 50 (Opacity), Rule 51 (Nuisance), and Rule 55
(Fugitive Dust), as well as Rule 10 (Permits Required).

Biological Resources
MM B-1

During all project-related construction, all equipment, including hand tools, shall be
washed before entering the proposed project area to remove any weed seeds or other
propagules and to prevent any new weed infestations in the proposed project area. All
washing shall take place at a location where rinse water is collected and disposed of in
either a sanitary sewer or landfill.

MM B-2

The VCWPD and OVLC shall not conduct trail improvements during periods of surface
flow or in areas of ponded water occurring in the proposed project trail work areas.

MM B-3

All personnel, including contractors, OVLC staff, and volunteers, involved in project
activities will receive training on sensitive biological resources that may be encountered
in the project area. Personnel will be reminded that harassment, handling, or removal
of wildlife and/or other sensitive resources from the project area is prohibited by law.
Personnel will be instructed that, in the event that a special-status species is identified
within an immediate work area, work will cease until the project biologist is notified.
Further instructions will be provided by the project biologist. The briefing will also
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include notification that all debris (trash) is to be removed from the proposed area on a
daily basis.
MM B-4

The kiosk will contain information about plants and wildlife, including sensitive species
the public may encounter along the trail. Warnings which prohibit the disturbance and
collection of plants and wildlife will be clearly posted. Contact information for the
reporting of concerns or violations will also be clearly posted.

Paleontological Resources
MM P-1

If fossil remains are found during project implementation, the on-site supervisor shall
contact an approved paleontological consultant immediately. The on-site supervisor
shall additionally divert all project-related activities to other areas until the identified
fossil materials have been evaluated by the paleontological consultant, who will
determine if further mitigation measures are warranted.

Cultural Resources
MM C-1

In the event that archaeological resources are found during project implementation, the
on-site supervisor shall contact an approved archaeological consultant immediately.
The on-site supervisor shall additionally divert all project-related activities to other
areas until the discovery has been evaluated by the approved archaeological consultant,
who will determine if further mitigation measures are warranted.

MM C-2

If human remains are discovered during construction, all work will be diverted from the
area of the discovery and the on-site supervisor will be informed immediately. All State
and federal laws, statutes, and regulations that govern the treatment of human remains
shall be adhered to. All provisions and requirements of the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) shall be met. All relevant Public Resource
Codes and Health and Safety Codes regarding the discovery and handling of human
remains shall be complied with.

Noise and Vibration
MM N-1

All equipment shall include noise reduction measures, as applicable. These measures
shall include, but may not be limited to, properly operating and maintaining mufflers,
correct placement of equipment engine covers, and ensuring that small loading
equipment is equipped with rubber tires.

MM N-2

All machinery shall be equipped with the best available exhaust mufflers and “hush
kits,” as applicable.

MM N-3

Chain saws and trimmers shall be maintained with sharp, damped blades with random
tooth spacing. Plant material shall be tightly clamped, as feasible, during cutting
operations.

MM N-4

To the extent feasible, noise levels shall be kept relatively uniform. Excessive and
impulse noises shall be avoided.

Mitigated Negative Declaration
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MM N-5

Noise producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells shall be limited to
safety warning purposes only.

MM N-6

For the trail improvements, provide readily removable and moveable noise shields so
that they may be repositioned, as necessary, to provide noise abatement for nonstationary and stationary processes along a construction corridor as the construction
process moves.

MM N-7

As part of the project’s advanced notification to all residences and/or property owners
located within 500 feet of the project parking areas and trail upgrades, a contact person
name and phone number shall be provided. The contact person shall respond to
questions or concerns related to noise and vibration within 24 hours. If warranted by
inquiries or complaints, on site noise measurements shall be taken to determine if noise
or vibration levels are substantially greater than expected levels. If construction
activities are delayed by more than two weeks, an additional notice with a revised
project implementation schedule shall be mailed to adjacent property owners.

Transportation/Circulation
MM T-1

8.

Consult with the County of Ventura Public Works Agency, Transportation Department,
and the City of Ojai, Public Works Department, Transportation Division at least 30
days prior to project implementation. Consultations shall include identification of: all
potential haul routes; proposed traffic safety measures such as warning signs, lights,
flashing arrow boards, barricades and cones; lane closures that may be necessary;
potential project-related parking, bicycle or pedestrian restrictions; and, any measures
to alleviate potential access to and/or parking restrictions. Traffic control measures the
Ventura County Transportation Department or City of Ojai Transportation Division
recommend shall be implemented, as necessary.

MITIGATION MEASURE MONITORING AND REPORTING

Section 15074(d) of the State Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality
Act (State CEQA Guidelines) and Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code require the lead agency
of an environmental review document to adopt a Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program to ensure that
all mitigation measures are complied with during implementation of a proposed project. Consistent with
these requirements, Appendix A of this Final Mitigated Negative Declaration identifies the timing,
monitoring methods, responsibility, and compliance verification method for all mitigation measures
identified in Section 7 of this Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.
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Appendix A. Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program – Implementation Plan
Mitigation Measure
Air Quality
AQ-1: All equipment shall be turned off when
not in use. Engine idling shall not exceed five
(5) minutes unless required for proper
operation.

Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase
During project
implementation.

AQ-2: Maintain equipment engines in good
operating condition and in proper tune per
manufacturers’ specifications.

During project
implementation.

AQ-3: Use equipment that meets applicable
California Air Resources Board’s diesel and
gasoline engine emission standards.

During project
implementation.

AQ-4: All project construction and site
preparation operations shall be conducted in
compliance with all applicable Ventura County
Air Pollution Control District Rules and
Regulations with emphasis on Rule 50
(Opacity), Rule 51 (Nuisance), and Rule 55
(Fugitive Dust), as well as Rule 10 (Permits
Required).

During project
implementation.

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program

Monitoring Action
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
AQ-1.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
AQ-2.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
AQ-3.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
AQ-4.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.

A-1

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the equipment that was used in
daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the condition of the equipment
that was used in daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the equipment that was used in
daily or weekly project implementation/
inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document fugitive dust conditions based
on visual inspections in daily or weekly
project implementation/inspection reports.
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Mitigation Measure
Biological Resources
B-1: During all project-related construction, all
equipment, including hand tools, shall be
washed before entering the proposed project
area to remove any weed seeds or other
propagules and to prevent any new weed
infestations in the proposed project area. All
washing shall take place at a location where
rinse water is collected and disposed of in either
a sanitary sewer or landfill.
B-2: The VCWPD and OVLC shall not conduct
trail improvements during periods of surface
flow or in areas of ponded water occurring in
the proposed project trail work areas.

B-3: All personnel, including contractors, OVLC
staff, and volunteers, involved in project
activities will receive training on sensitive
biological resources that may be encountered in
the project area. Personnel will be reminded
that harassment, handling, or removal of wildlife
and/or other sensitive resources from the
project area is prohibited by law. Personnel will
be instructed that, in the event that a specialstatus species is identified within an immediate
work area, work will cease until the project
biologist is notified. Further instructions will be
provided by the project biologist. The briefing
will also include notification that all debris
(trash) is to be removed from the proposed area
on a daily basis.
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Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase

Monitoring Action

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

During project
implementation.

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall designate an area
for the washing of all equipment in
compliance with Mitigation Measure B-1.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure B-1 in the project’s daily or
weekly project implementation/inspection
reports.

During project
implementation.

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that no
project-related work in the trail work
areas occurs when surface water is
present.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that all
project-related personnel are
appropriately trained in the project’s
mitigation measures, protocols,
standards, specifications,
recommendations, and Best
Management Practices.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall additionally require the contractor to
adhere to the all environmental
protection measures, protocols,
standards, specifications,
recommendations, and Best
Management Practices.
The contractor shall additionally ensure
that all on site work crews are equipped
with, and trained in the use of, fuel and
herbicide spill cleanup kits. The

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure B-2 in the project’s
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure B-3 in the project’s daily or
weekly project implementation/inspection
reports.

During project
implementation.

A-2

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program
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Mitigation Measure

B-4: The kiosk will contain information about
plants and wildlife, including sensitive species
the public may encounter along the trail.
Warnings which prohibit the disturbance and
collection of plants and wildlife will be clearly
posted. Contact information for the reporting of
concerns or violations will also be clearly
posted.
Paleontological Resources
P-1: If fossil remains are found during project
implementation, the on site supervisor shall
contact an approved paleontological consultant
immediately. The on site supervisor shall
additionally divert all project-related activities to
other areas until the identified fossil materials
have been evaluated by the paleontological
consultant, who will determine if further
mitigation measures are warranted.

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program

Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase

During project
implementation.

During project
implementation.

Monitoring Action
contractor shall also ensure that all on
site work crews have the California
Department of Fish and Game’s OSPR
phone number, and that all on site work
crew supervisors are instructed to call
the OSPR immediately in the event of an
accidental fuel or herbicide spill.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that the
signage specified in this mitigation
measure is included on the project kiosk.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that all
project-related work is stopped or redirected in the event that fossil remains
are found, and that a qualified
paleontologist is contacted immediately
to evaluate the subject site and
discovery.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall additionally
ensure that any recommendations of the
paleontological consultant are followed.

A-3

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure B-4.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure P-1, if and when implemented,
in the project’s daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

June 2010

California River Parkways Trailhead Project

Mitigation Measure
Cultural Resources
C-1: In the event that archaeological resources
are found during project implementation, the on
site supervisor shall contact an approved
archaeological consultant immediately. The on
site supervisor shall additionally divert all
project-related activities to other areas until the
discovery has been evaluated by the approved
archaeological consultant, who will determine if
further mitigation measures are warranted.
C-2: If human remains are discovered during
construction, all work will be diverted from the
area of the discovery and the on site supervisor
will be informed immediately. All State and
federal laws, statutes, and regulations that
govern the treatment of human remains shall be
adhered to. All provisions and requirements of
the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) shall be met. All
relevant Public Resource Codes and Health
and Safety Codes regarding the discovery and
handling of human remains shall be complied
with.
Noise and Vibration
N-1: All equipment shall include noise reduction
measures, as applicable. These measures shall
include, but may not be limited to, properly
operating and maintaining mufflers, correct
placement of equipment engine covers, and
ensuring that small loading equipment is
equipped with rubber tires.
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Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase
During project
implementation.

During project
construction.

During project
implementation.

Monitoring Action

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that all
project-related work is stopped or redirected in the event that archaeological
resources are found, and that a qualified
archaeologist is contacted immediately to
evaluate the subject site and discovery.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall additionally
ensure that any recommendations of the
archaeological consultant are followed.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall ensure
that all project-related work is stopped or
re-directed in the event that human
remains are encountered during project
construction, and that all laws and
regulations governing the discovery and
handling of human remains are complied
with.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure C-1, if and when implemented,
in the project’s daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure C-2, if and when implemented,
in the project’s daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-1.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the equipment that was used in
daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

A-4

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program
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Mitigation Measure
N-2: All machinery shall be equipped with the
best available exhaust mufflers and “hush kits,”
as applicable.

Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase
During project
implementation.

N-3: Chain saws and trimmers shall be
maintained with sharp, damped blades with
random tooth spacing. Plant material shall be
tightly clamped, as feasible, during cutting
operations.

During project
implementation.

N-4: To the extent feasible, noise levels shall be
kept relatively uniform. Excessive and impulse
noises shall be avoided.

During project
implementation.

N-5: Noise producing signals, including horns,
whistles, alarms, and bells shall be limited to
safety warning purposes only.

During project
implementation.

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program

Monitoring Action
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-2.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-3.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-4.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-5.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.

A-5

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the equipment that was used in
daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the equipment that was used in
daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document excessive noise levels and all
measures taken to minimize them in daily
or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document excessive and/or unnecessary
noise levels and all measures taken to
minimize them in daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.
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Mitigation Measure
N-6: For the trail improvements, provide readily
removable and moveable noise shields so that
they may be repositioned, as necessary, to
provide noise abatement for non-stationary and
stationary processes along a construction
corridor as the construction process moves.
N-7: As part of the project’s advanced
notification to all residences and/or property
owners located within 500 feet of the project
parking areas and trail upgrades, a contact
person name and phone number shall be
provided. The contact person shall respond to
questions or concerns related to noise and
vibration within 24 hours. If warranted by
inquiries or complaints, on site noise
measurements shall be taken to determine if
noise or vibration levels are substantially
greater than expected levels. If construction
activities are delayed by more than two weeks,
an additional notice with a revised project
implementation schedule shall be mailed to
adjacent property owners.
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Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase
During project
implementation.

Prior to and during
project
implementation.

Monitoring Action
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
the requirements of Mitigation Measure
N-6.
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall ensure that
notifications and re-notifications, if
needed, are distributed to all potentially
affected parties prior to the project
implementation.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her designee, shall respond to any
questions or complaints within a 24-hour
period. The VCWPD Restoration
Coordinator, or his/her designee, shall
additionally modify project-related
activities, as necessary, to address
project-related complaints.

A-6

Responsible
Agency

Monitoring Documentation

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document excessive and/or unnecessary
noise levels and all measures taken to
minimize them in daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.

VCWPD

The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document the date(s) that all projectrelated notifications are transmitted in the
project’s pre-implementation status
report(s) as well as any daily or weekly
project implementation/inspection reports,
as needed, for additional notifications.
The VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
additionally document all project-related
questions, concerns or complaints that
are received in daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports, as
well as what measures were taken to
address the received questions, concerns
or complaints.

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program
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Mitigation Measure
Transportation/Circulation
T-1: Consult with the County of Ventura Public
Works Agency, Transportation Department, and
the City of Ojai, Public Works Department,
Transportation Division at least 30 days prior to
project implementation. Consultations shall
include identification of: all potential haul routes;
proposed traffic safety measures such as
warning signs, lights, flashing arrow boards,
barricades and cones; lane closures that may
be necessary; potential project-related parking,
bicycle or pedestrian restrictions; and, any
measures to alleviate potential access and/or
parking restrictions. Traffic control measures
the Ventura County Transportation Department
or City of Ojai Transportation Division
recommend shall be implemented, as
necessary.

Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program

Mitigation Measure
Implementation
Phase
Prior to and during
project
implementation.

Monitoring Action

At least 30 days prior to project
implementation the VCWPD Project
Manager shall contact the County of
Ventura Public Works Agency,
Transportation Department, and the City
of Ojai, Public Works Department,
Transportation Division and request that
they provide project-related traffic control
measures, as appropriate.
The project’s Plans and Specifications
shall require the contractor to adhere to
all of the traffic control requirements
stipulated by the County of Ventura
Public Works Agency, Transportation
Department, and the City of Ojai, Public
Works Department, Transportation
Division. These requirements shall
additionally be communicated as part of
the project’s worker training process (see
Mitigation Measure B-1).
Project-related activities shall be
periodically monitored by the VCWPD
Restoration Coordinator, or his/her
designee, to further ensure compliance.

A-7

Responsible
Agency
VCWPD

Monitoring Documentation

Prior to project implementation the
VCWPD Project Manager shall document
compliance with Mitigation Measure T-1
in the project’s pre-implementation status
report(s).
During project implementation the
VCWPD Restoration Coordinator, or
his/her appointed designee, shall
document compliance with Mitigation
Measure T-1 in daily or weekly project
implementation/inspection reports.
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Appendix B.
Comments and Responses to Comments

California River Parkways Trailhead Project

Appendix B. Responses to Comments Received on the
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study
The proposed project’s Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and supporting Initial Study were
circulated for public and agency review from April 5 through May 5, 2010. The Notice of Intent to
Adopt a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (NOI) was mailed to 158 individuals, including property
owners located within 500 feet of the proposed project; the NOI was provided along with 76 CDs and
11 hard copies of the document to agencies and interested parties, including 15 CDs to the State
Clearinghouse; and the NOI along with hard copies of the document was also placed in five local
libraries for the public to access, including the Avenue Library, E.P. Foster Library, Meiners Oaks
Library, Ojai Library, and Santa Paula Library. Noticing regarding the availability of the Draft
Mitigated Negative Declaration and supporting Initial Study, as well as announcing the Ojai Valley
Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) meeting, was also completed by placing notices in the Ojai Valley
News on April 7 and April 14, 2010, and in the Ventura County Star on April 7 and April 9, 2010.
During the review period, written comments could be submitted to the Ventura County Watershed
Protection District’s (VCWPD’s) Project Manager, who was also available by phone for any verbal
questions or comments. However, with respect to verbal comments, the public was instructed to submit
these comments in writing to the VCWPD by May 5, 2010 to be considered as part of the CEQA
record. As part of the NOI, the public was invited to attend the Ojai Valley Municipal Advisory
Council (MAC) meeting on April 19, 2010 at the Oak View Community Center (18 Valley Drive, Oak
View), where a presentation on the proposed project and a general overview of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process was given by the VCWPD. Approximately a dozen people,
in addition to the council members, attended this meeting. VCWPD distributed PowerPoint slide
handouts and answered questions at the meeting. The public was informed that the MAC meeting was
not a public hearing for the project, and that any comments must be submitted in writing to the
VCWPD by May 5, 2010 to be addressed in the CEQA document.
Written comments have been received from ten parties, including eight regulatory agencies and two
member of the public. Table B-1 provides a listing of each commenting party. The written comments
received are presented in the first section of this appendix. Each letter or email received has been
assigned a letter (e.g., “A,” “B,” “C”, etc.) and the specific comments contained in each letter have
subsequently been assigned a number (e.g., “1,” “2,” “3”, etc.). The alphanumeric assignment of each
comment (e.g., “A-1,” A-2,” B-1,” “B-2,” etc.) is indicated in the right-hand margin of each written
correspondence received. Responses to these comments are contained in the second section of this
appendix and they cross-reference each comment’s alphanumeric assignment.
Table B-1. Written Comments on the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration
and Supporting Initial Study
Comment Letter or E-mail
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J

Final

Commenter
Russ Baggerly
California Department of Transportation, District 7
Ventura County Public Works Agency
Resource Management Agency, County of Ventura, Environmental Health Division
City of Ventura
Jesse Small
Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation Department
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
Native American Heritage Commission
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit

B-1

June 2010

California River Parkways Trailhead Project

Comment Set A: Russ Baggerly

June 2010

B-2

Final
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Comment Set A: Russ Baggerly, continued

A‐1

A‐2

Final

B-3

June 2010
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Comment Set A: Russ Baggerly, continued

A‐2,
cont.

A‐3

A‐4

June 2010

B-4

Final
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Comment Set A: Russ Baggerly, continued

A‐4,
cont.

A‐5

A‐6

A‐7

A‐8

Final

B-5

June 2010
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Comment Set A: Russ Baggerly, continued

A‐8,
cont

June 2010

B-6

Final
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Comment Set B: California Department of Transportation, District 7

B‐1
B‐2
B‐3

Final

B-7
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Comment Set C: Ventura County Public Works Agency

C‐1

June 2010

B-8

Final

California River Parkways Trailhead Project

Comment Set D: Resource Management Agency, Environmental Health Division

D‐1

Final

B-9

June 2010
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Comment Set E: City of Ventura

E‐1

June 2010

B-10

Final
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Comment Set F: Jesse Small

F‐1

F‐2

F‐3

F‐4

Final

B-11
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Comment Set F: Jesse Small, continued

F‐5

F‐6

F‐7

June 2010

B-12

Final
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Comment Set G: Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation
Department

G‐1
G‐2

Final

B-13

June 2010
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Attachment 1 to Comment Set G: Ventura County Public Works Agency,
Transportation Department

G‐3

June 2010

B-14

Final
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Attachment 1 to Comment Set G: Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation Department,
continued

G‐4

G‐5

G‐6

Final

B-15
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Attachment 1 to Comment Set G: Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation Department,
continued

G‐7

G‐8

June 2010

B-16

Final
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Attachment 2 to Comment Set G: Ventura County Public Works Agency,
Transportation Department

G‐9

Final

B-17

June 2010
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Comment Set H: Ventura County Air Pollution Control District

H‐1

June 2010

B-18

Final

California River Parkways Trailhead Project

Comment Set I: Native American Heritage Commission

I‐1

I‐2

I‐3

I‐4

Final

B-19

June 2010
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Comment Set I: Native American Heritage Commission, continued

June 2010

B-20

Final
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Comment Set I: Native American Heritage Commission, continued

Final

B-21
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Comment Set I: Native American Heritage Commission, continued

June 2010

B-22
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Comment Set J: Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State
Clearinghouse and Planning Unit

J‐1

J‐2

Final

B-23
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Comment Set J: Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit,
continue

June 2010

B-24

Final
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Comment Set J: Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit,
continue

Final
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Responses to Comments Received on the
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study
Comment Letter A
Russ Baggerly
A-1

Comment noted. Section A.7.4 (Proposed Project) and the impact discussion presented in
Section B.4D (Surface Water Quality) of the Initial Study have been modified to clarify that
OVLC staff will collect and dispose of horse manure in the staging/parking area during daily
maintenance visits. With this regular maintenance, as well as the signs posting guidance for
recreationists to remove and dispose of horse manure, the potential for additional horse manure
in the parking area to result in water quality impacts would not be significant.

A-2

Calculations provided by the commenter have been considered for the purposes of this analysis.
These calculations provide estimates of the average annual volume of waste that would be
produced by a number of horses, but do not directly estimate what percentage of such waste
would be deposited in the horse staging area during use of the proposed project area.

A-3

We agree that a small percentage of horse manure and urine produced in association with the
proposed project would be deposited into active flow of the Ventura River. The portion of trail
to be improved under the proposed project is located along a terraced portion of the riverbed, in
an area that mostly drains away from active flow. During the dry season months (typically
April through November) horse manure would be broken down through natural processes
including weather and traffic along the trail. It is reasonable to anticipate that a small quantity
of decomposing manure along the trails would filter through vegetated areas and into the main
channel / active flow of the Ventura River. The horse manure generated along the project trail
that is anticipated to make direct contact with the Ventura River is not considered substantial.
Similarly, horse urine deposited along the trail would filter through soils and vegetated areas,
and the potential for urine to make direct contact with the Ventura River is also considered low.
As described above in response to Comment A-1, text has been added to the discussion of water
quality impacts to clarify that daily OVLC maintenance activities will include the collection and
disposal of horse manure from the staging/parking area. In addition, as described in Section
B.4D (Surface Water Quality) of the Initial Study, new equestrian visitors attracted to the area
as a result of the proposed project are not expected to introduce a substantial new source of
manure. Horse manure and urine introduced to the area would not result in a significant impact
to water quality. The proposed project would be in compliance with all existing water quality
objectives and Total Maximum Daily Load requirements of the Los Angeles RWQCB,
including as related to nitrogen and phosphorus.
As described, it is not expected that the proposed project would introduce substantial new
equestrian use in the area. Rather, the project would provide a formalized parking and staging
location to an area that is already characterized by frequent equestrian use. It is expected that
some new equestrian recreationists who do not currently visit the area would be attracted to the
improved trails and parking area. These new visitors are not anticipated to be substantial, and
the volume of horse manure introduced to the area would not be substantially different than
existing conditions. As stated above, most horse manure and urine generated in associated with
the proposed project would not be directly deposited into the Ventura River. The analysis
presented in Section B.4D (Surface Water Quality) of the Initial Study does not conclude that
no surface water contamination would occur; rather, it is described that horse manure could
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potentially be transported via natural processes to surface water in the area, and that potential
impacts to surface water quality would be less than significant.
A-4

As described above and in Section B.4D (Surface Water Quality) of the Initial Study, the
proposed project would not result in significant water quality impacts, including as relevant to
existing Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) designations for the Ventura River. TMDLs
were considered in the water quality analysis presented in Section B.4, and existing TMDLs are
presented in Tables B.4-1 and B.4-2. Regarding nutrient loading in the Ventura River, as noted
by the commenter, Section B.4D describes potential effects of horse manure and urine
deposition along project trails and in the staging area, and describes that the proposed project
would be in compliance with all existing water quality objectives and TMDL requirements of
the Los Angeles RWQCB, including as related to nitrogen and phosphorus. The Los Angeles
RWQCB has not established a TMDL for algae in the Ventura River.

A-5

The suggested mitigation measure has been incorporated into the document by revising the
project description in the Initial Study to include details regarding daily manure removal by the
OVLC. As described above, the OVLC will provide daily maintenance of the new parking and
staging area, which will include collection and disposal of any horse manure left by equestrian
recreationists. Potential impacts to water quality would be less than significant.

A-6

To clarify, the Initial Study does state that the project would draw new recreationists to the area
(see Section B.4D); however, it is expected that the majority of visitors would represent
recreationists who currently visit the area, and new visitors are not anticipated to be substantial.
The volume of horse manure introduced to the area in association with the proposed project
would not be substantially different than existing conditions.

A-7

The responses provided above address concerns regarding nutrient loading associated with
horse urine and manure. The Initial Study does address this issue and states that there are
potential impacts, and includes mitigation measures and operations procedures to minimize
project impacts.

A-8

The environmental analysis presented in the Initial Study is thorough and complete, and the
determination that water quality impacts associated with the proposed project would be less than
significant is a scientifically sound determination. As described in the Initial Study, mitigation
measures and operations procedures to be implemented with the proposed project, as well as
compliance with applicable laws and regulations, ensure that potential impacts remain less than
significant. The commenter has provided no evidence that the impact analysis presented in the
Initial Study is flawed or incomplete. This analysis is in full compliance with the requirements
of CEQA, and it is not necessary to redraft or re-circulate the MND, or to prepare an
Environmental Impact Report for the proposed project.
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Comment Letter B
California Department of Transportation, District 7
B-1

As noted by the commenter, the proposed project site is west of the intersection of Old Baldwin
Road and Baldwin Road (State Route 150). Old Baldwin Road is within the jurisdiction of the
County of Ventura, and is maintained by Ventura County Transportation Department, of the
County’s Public Works Agency. Public safety is a priority of the Transportation Department.
The commenter recommends implementation of a “Complete Street Policy” that promotes safe
access for all modes of transportation, including bicycles. Per the Caltrans “Complete Streets
Implementation Action Plan”, dated February 1, 2010, a “Complete Street” is a transportation
facility that is planned, designed, operated, and maintained to provide safe mobility for all users
including bicyclists, pedestrians, transit vehicles, truckers, and motorists, appropriate to the
function and context of the facility. The proposed project is being completed with grant funds
which includes the scope of work outlined in Section A.7.4 (Proposed Project) of the Initial
Study. The addition of a bike lane along Old Baldwin Road is outside of the scope of the
project, and funds for such an addition to the project are not available. Although a bike lane
will not be designated on Old Baldwin Road, the proposed project’s staging/parking area and
trails are intended for multiple recreational uses, and would accommodate visitors on foot,
bicycle, and horse.

B-2

Comment noted. As described in Initial Study Section B.22A(1) (Transportation/Circulation,
Public Roadways and Highways – Level of Service) of the Initial Study, construction traffic for
the proposed project is expected to originate in Ventura, accessing the site by traveling
northbound in the morning and southbound in the evening, against Peak Hour Traffic (PHT) in
each direction. Any construction traffic required to originate from Ojai would be scheduled to
avoid PHT.
As estimated for the Air Quality emission calculations (see Initial Study Appendix 3), the
proposed project would generate only three (3) truck roundtrips during the surface treatment
phase of the project, which represents the largest number of truck trips throughout construction.
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in the platooning of trucks.
All required permits, including those issued by the California Department of Transportation,
will be acquired and complied with as part of the proposed project.

B-3

The nearest State Right-of-Way (ROW) to the proposed project is along State Route 150. The
proposed project site, including the staging/parking area and trail improvements, is located
entirely outside of this ROW; therefore, a Caltrans Encroachment Permit is not required. As
noted in response to Comment B-2, all required permits will be acquired and complied with.

Comment Letter C
Ventura County Public Works Agency
C-1
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Comment confirms the adequacy of the analysis for erosion/siltation and non-VCWPD drainage
facilities in the Draft MND/IS. No response or analysis is required.
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Comment Letter D
Resource Management Agency, County of Ventura, Environmental Health Division
D-1

The suggested revisions have been made to Initial Study Sections B.18C (Hazardous Wastes)
and B.24D (Solid Waste Facilities).

Comment Letter E
City of Ventura
E-1

Comment expresses project support by the City of Ventura. No response or analysis is
required.

Comment Letter F
Jesse Small
F-1

As discussed in Initial Study Section A.7.4 (Proposed Project), under “Operations and
Maintenance”, the referenced upper gate located at the Ventura River County Water District
Office would remain in place but would be left in an open position to allow access to the
parking area and trailhead during operating hours. This gate would be closed and locked at
sunset by one OVLC staff. Additional text has been added to the project description to clarify.

F-2

To address the concern expressed and limit the potential for fire hazards during operations, the
signs to be posted at the parking area and trailhead would explicitly state that smoking and
camp fires are prohibited. Initial Study Section A.7.4 (Proposed Project) and Section B.17 (Fire
Hazards) have been updated to reflect this commitment.

F-3

The intent of the project is not to create new trails, but rather upgrade existing trails and
provide some new connector trails. By upgrading existing trails, the project would limit the
area of impact, as most of the width of the trails has been previously disturbed and supports
minimal vegetation. Furthermore, portions of these existing trails are maintained dirt access
roads currently utilized by the Ojai Valley Sanitation District (OVSD) to service their facilities,
and may be utilized by the fire department for emergency access (if needed). The proposed trail
upgrade along the eastern bank cannot be relocated farther west, as suggested by the
commenter, since it is an existing maintained service road.

F-4

The proposed project will provide a designated area for recreationalists to park and signs to
direct users to the trailhead and upgraded trails. These areas would be open for use between
dawn and dusk. A sign is currently posted on Trusty Lane, which is located approximately
1,200 feet from parking area, stating that it is a “Private Drive”. Users of the proposed
project’s parking area would be traveling along Old Baldwin Road during daylight hours and
therefore should see this sign and know to not trespass. Therefore, while the project may
introduce new people to the neighborhood, recreationists would be expected to stay on Old
Baldwin Road and not trespass on Trusty Lane. Trespassing is illegal and if such activities are
occurring, the property owners should contact the local Sherriff’s Department.

F-5

As discussed in Section A.7.1 (Project Background), Proposition 50 grant funding was received
to implement the proposed project. The Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 50) was passed November 5, 2002, which
authorized legislation to appropriate $100 million for the acquisition, restoration, protection and
development of river parkways through a grant program. The VCWPD applied for grant
funding for the proposed project in October, 2007 and received official funding for the
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proposed project in April, 2009. The funding for this project is separate from the general fund
provided by the County of Ventura and the project is not utilizing those public funds. This
project will create jobs for construction workers and purchase goods, such as fencing, which
will benefit the current economy.
F-6

As discussed in Initial Study Section A.7 (Project Description), the proposed project would
provide approximately 1,500 feet of ADA-accessible trail from the ADA parking spaces past
the kiosk area and along and south of the existing Ojai Valley Sanitation District maintenance
road to a circular turn-around. The drawings provided, including Figures A.7-1a, A.7-1b, and
A.7-2 are based on an 85% design construction plan, as such the distances are approximate.
Text in Section A.8 has been revised to clarify that the ADA-compatible trail would not extend
behind the mobile home development, but rather the proposed trail upgrades (non-ADA) would
be located adjacent to and west of the mobile home development.

F-7

Environmental impacts addressed in the Initial Study are based on the Ventura County Initial
Study Assessment Guidelines. The Initial Study primarily focuses on impacts on the physical
environment, but many types of effects on the human environment are also discussed and
evaluated in the Initial Study. For discussions of effects on the human environment, please see
Sections B.2 (Land Use), B.3 (Air Quality), B.4 (Water Resources), B.8 (Visual Resources),
B.9 (Paleontological Resources), B.10 (Cultural Resources), B.11 (Energy Resources), B.13
(Seismic Hazards), B.14 (Geologic Hazards), B.16 (Aviation Hazards), B.17 (Fire Hazards),
B.18 (Hazardous Materials/Waste), B.19 (Noise and Vibration), B.20 (Glare), B.21 (Public
Health), B.22 (Transportation/Circulation), B.23 (Water Supply), B.24 (Waste
Treatment/Disposal), B.25 (Utilities), B.26 (Flood Control/Drainage), B.27 (Law
Enforcement/Emergency Services), B.28 (Fire Protection), and B.29 (Education).

Comment Letter G
Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation Department
G-1

Please refer to responses to Comments G-3 through G-6 and G-8, below. These comments
were made on the Administrative Draft No. 1 Initial Study and were incorporated into the Draft
Initial Study released in April 2010, as described below.

G-2

Text has been added to Initial Study Section A.7.4 (Proposed Project) to clarify that the
proposed project would include installation of an Equestrian Ahead Sign (W11-7) and Arrow
(W16-7p) at all equestrian crossings on Old Baldwin Road. Please note that the attachment
showing these signs was not provided; therefore, it has not been included in this document.

G-3

The description provided in the comment has been updated between the Administrative Draft
No. 1 Initial Study and the Draft Initial Study released in April 2010. The description in Initial
Study Section B.22A(1) (Transportation/Circulation, Public Roads and Highways – Level of
Service) now states that “construction of the trailhead and parking area construction would take
approximately two (2) months; trail work is anticipated to take approximately two (2) months to
complete. Project construction will require ten (10) peak daily truck trips; with an average of
three (3) daily truck trips and five (5) average daily worker employee trips accessing the site”.

G-4

Initial Study Section B.22A(1) (Transportation/Circulation, Public Roads and Highways – Level
of Service) under “Proposed Project Impacts” describes the project’s potential to generate
traffic on State Route 33 and addresses the County General Plan Policy 4.2.2.4(b) for both
construction and operations. The VCWPD has determined that the proposed project would not
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result in additional Peak Hour Traffic (PHT) trips on State Route 33 between the northerly end
of the Ojai Freeway and the City of Ojai, and a Traffic Study is not required. Mitigation
Measure T-1 would further avoid or minimize the potential for adverse traffic impacts
associated with the proposed project.
G-5

Initial Study Section B.22A(1) (Transportation/Circulation, Public Roads and Highways – Level
of Service) under “Cumulative Impacts” addresses the cumulative impacts of traffic on the
Regional Road Network and notes that the project is required to pay the Ventura County Traffic
Impact Mitigation Fee (TIMF) per Ordinance 4246 and General Plan Policy 4.2.2.

G-6

Text presented in Initial Study Section B.22A(1) (Transportation/Circulation, Public Roads and
Highways – Level of Service) under “Cumulative Impacts” has been modified to state that the
project is required to pay the City of Ojai TIMF pursuant to the Reciprocal Traffic Mitigation
Agreement between the City of Ojai and the County of Ventura. Based on the permittee’s
traffic information, the amount of this TIMF is $538.05. The District will pay the Ojai TIMF
fee of $538.05 prior to project construction.

G-7

In response to this comment, the VCWPD confirmed that Old Baldwin Road is maintained by
the County of Ventura Public Works Agency (PWA) Transportation Department. The
maintenance of this road will remain with the PWA and not be relinquished to Ventura County
General Service Agency.

G-8

The Draft Initial Study was provided to the California Department of Transportation, Division
of Environmental Planning for their review.

G-9

The District will pay the Ojai TIMF fee of $538.05 prior to project construction. Please see
response to Comment G-6.

Comment Letter H
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
H-1

Comment concurred with the Air Quality analysis, findings, and mitigation measures in the
Draft MND/IS. No response or analysis is required.

Comment Letter I
Native American Heritage Commission
I-1

Comment noted. Appendix 4 of the Initial Study includes the Cultural Resources Report
prepared for this proposed project. As described in the report, the regional archaeological
information center (South Central Coastal Information Center at California State University
Fullerton) was consulted for this project.

I-2

The Cultural Resources Report presented in Appendix 4 of the Initial Study describes the
methodologies and results of an on-foot field inspection conducted with the aid of RPA-certified
archaeologist and Project Manager, Wayne Bonner, and Ventureno Chumash Native American
representatives, Susie Ruiz and Charles Parra, on December 15, 2009.

I-3

As described in Appendix 4 of the Initial Study, the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) was contacted on December 10, 2009 to search their Sacred Lands Files (SLF) for the
project area. A response was received on December 21, 2009 (Katy Sanchez, Program Analyst,
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NAHC). The letter response indicated that a record search of the sacred lands file failed to
indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources in the immediate project area.
I-4

Appendix 4 of the Initial Study describes that if human remains are discovered during
construction-related activities, then the procedures described in Section 7050.5 of the California
Health and Safety Code shall be followed. These procedures require notification of the County
Coroner. If the County Coroner determines that the discovered remains are those of Native
American ancestry, then the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) must be notified
by telephone within 24 hours. Sections 5097.94 and 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code
describe the procedures to be followed after the notification of the NAHC.
Additionally, Mitigation Measure C-2, which is presented in Section B.10C (Ethnic, Social,
and Religious Resources) of the Initial Study, specifies that if human remains are discovered
during project construction, all work will be diverted from the area of the discovery and the onsite supervisor will be informed immediately. All State and federal laws, statutes, and
regulations that govern the treatment of human remains shall be adhered to. All provisions and
requirements of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) shall
be met. All relevant Public Resource Codes and Health and Safety Codes regarding the
discovery and handling of human remains shall be complied with.

Comment Letter J
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit
J-1

Comment noted. Independently of the State Clearinghouse, the VCWPD has received comment
letters from the: California Department of Transportation, District 7 (Comment Letter B);
Ventura County Public Works Agency (Comment Letter C); Resource Management Agency,
County of Ventura, Environmental Health Division (Comment Letter D); City of Ventura
(Comment Letter E): Ventura County Public Works Agency, Transportation Department
(Comment Letter G); Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (Comment Letter H); and
Native American Heritage Commission (Comment Letter I). Responses to these comments are
provided above. It should be noted that the comment letter from the Native American Heritage
Commission is the same letter as provided by the State Clearinghouse. Please see responses to
Comment Letter I, above. No other federal, State, or local regulatory agencies have provided
written or verbal comments directly to the VCWPD.

J-2

Comment noted. Thank you for confirming VCWPD’s compliance with the State Clearinghouse
requirements for draft environmental documents.
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